THIS IS AW gerial shet ef
Relowna's. Big White Moun-
tain, opened Dec. 1 for skiing
by Kelowna ki enthusiasts
Doug Mervyn and CLff Serwa.

By BILL STAATS
Sports Editer
Of The Daily Courier

Possibly the most significant
development in the Okanagan
during 1963 was the opening of
Big White ski resort just out-
side of Kelowna,

The Okanagan and Mainline
areas of B.C. are already well
equipped with skiing areas, but
Big White is the largest moun-
{ain n the Intericr and it boasts
one of the best mnatural sites.
Skiers soon learmed of its exist-
ence and now make frips to if
_between visiting other, older
areas,

The story of Big White devel-
opment’ is a short, but already
interesting one.

Black Mountain was the scene

* Kelowna Ski Club activities
f"cﬁ* a numberiof years, A small
rope tow area in pefa“ﬂon.

: the ski
bowl resulte sistent
lack of show.,

Cliff Serwa and Dou"f Mervyn,
| 8ki Club directors e:mlored ev-
| ery feasible site for relocation
s i Big, Whi

The circled area left iz the -

site of parking facilitiey and
the Day’s chalet. Seetion cir-
cled at right is the bunny hill
used by chﬂdrem and begine

in November 1962, The Big
White partners skied the area
from Christmas to June 1 and at
the latter date, there was still
five feet of snow over the whole
hill . . not one bare spot.
During the winter, gkiers of

every stage from beginner o
pro were taken fo the area, im
order to get a good cross-section
o‘? representatives with cpinions
on Big White facilifies,

PARADISE

The reaction of everyone was
unanimous, “If you can get a
good road into this paradise you
can’t possibly go wrong!®

Big White is located 39.5 mileg
from downtown Kelowna, travel-
ling in a southeast direction.
The initial 25 wmiles is paved
highway and the remainder, a
good, two-lane road with very

“ta grade.

The first siz mil £ the lat-

{er portion wasg g loggmg road

which has been widened and
the remainder done completely|
by the pariners.

Big White is the highest moun-

ners. The hill is equipped with
a 500-foot rope tow. The line
in the center of the picture
fraces the route of the 5,500

tain in the Ckasnagan with a top
elevation of 7,603 feet.
One has a tremendous view

from the chalet which can be

serviced by the road. On a clear

day on the mountain, it is pos-
sible to see 100 miles in every

direction,

A huge bowl forms the mile-

wide ski arez on the south side],
of the mountain, With prevail.
ing weather during the winter
coming from the north and
northwest the skiing sectiop is
protected from almost  all the
wind By the high west ridze and
the peaﬁ; above.

always dry &nd aﬂt most nmesv

“the stuff dreams are made of.”
Standing alone on the platean,
snow comes from almost
cloud that dmf 3] aiong 1

o
our mches*faﬂs each day
“The lift is a new Doppelmayr

high-speed T-bar with a capa-

city of 800 skievs per hour. It

«|Sunday and Monday and as

gld tow. The ckiing arez is a2
true Alpine with few {rees,
very beneficial to a good ski |
area, .

|
is 5,500 feet Jong with & 1,316
foot vertical drop.
Because the lift runs up %‘h@‘
centre of a huge basin which is
flatter near the bottom and
steeper toward-the top, it pro-|
videg skiing for everyone, with,
an infinite variety of frails and!
runs. ¥
A forest five about 100 years:
ago left only scattered clumps
of trees so that almost no clear-
ing was necessary. It provides
frue alpine gkiing at its best.
There is alse a 500-foot rope
tow hill for bummies and begin-
nerg.

INSTRUCTOR

Willle Phisterer from Josper
is head of the ski school, He is
@ eerlified Canadian Alliance in-
struclor who headed the Jasper
school for the last six years. He
was a member of the Austrian
ski team and the Alberfca;sgkﬁ
team {rainer.

The area operates Safcm@ay,

1soon mg it Is feasible, it will
‘operate seven days a week.

Ski weeks were held Decem-
ber 21 to January 6; February
8-17 with others siated for Feb-
ruary 29 to March 9 and March
27 to April 6, i

There has been limited ae-
commodation. on the mountain
this year but plans call for this
service within the next two or
three years.




